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Introduction of current work ‘Did you eat rice?’

“How many grains of rice are there in a single mouthful?” While counting
these grains, | met a tiny insect by chance. | immediately thought, “How
would this insect perceive this grain of rice?” These curiosities in my
daily life continues within the project ‘Did you eat rice?’

In Asian food culture, ‘Did you eat rice’ means ‘Have you had food
(usually refers to a specific meal: breakfast, lunch or dinner)?’
Additionally, it could also be used especially when greeting others
that one may be concerned about, for example, “How have you
been?”, “Are you OK?”, or “Is everything all right?”

The experimental documentary film ‘Did you eat rice?’ features
some sensitive relationships between some local farmers and
Nature, which can be seen in their ordinary lives and especially
during the rice harvest in Shinano-Omachi, Japan. Within a filmic
relationship, this work asks the question of “Did you eat rice”
to various subjects in the film, including the land, the farmers,
primary school students who have experienced rice growing
workshops, the insects who dwell within the rice paddy and even
single grains of rice that are present in every meal.
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